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 © AALBiDéC et SIL Bénin 
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M  Kara teim 
Fwagǝtu n da twei‑tu m da teisǝ Kara bǝ nagǝ byegǝrǝ 
waki dakobiali hau. Cagi bǝ n wusǝ‑i SIL Togo‑Bénin dǝ 
e n da wusi dǝ i waki. 
 

M da yisǝ kwahiri dai yapeem e dǝ yeni tuhǝ deim.      
M da korǝ Kòi hau i cou e bǝ ́nindǝ Kòi hyahǝ dǝ matǝ 
handwam pwonsǝ. Dǝ i syeli hyahǝ kuntasi dǝ pupebǝ 
bǝ da nwosǝ coú ywosi bǝ barǝ dǝ ́dǝ sui magǝrǝ. M da 
fwarǝsǝ dǝ i syeli bǝ ́nwa m da pǝ maanǝ hyani nwa. 
M tǝ hyam bǝ ́twei m coú. M da korǝ Manta hau e. M n 
tuhǝ sani Manta bǝ ́nwa karǝtibǝ hurǝkǝnǝ bǝ sam bǝ 
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didia, bǝ tatari twam bǝ nunum. Dabundǝ da nwam coú 
hyahǝ “yaii”. Twabǝ ywonsu, bǝ ́yasǝ dǝ twabǝ sagǝ ba 
bwagu. Dabundau tuou, dǝ u nwam kuntagǝ, da kaam   
u coú bǝ ́n m tingǝnǝ bǝ nwam posi “fuun”. Dǝ ́m da pǝ 
panga, u ba da yí m byanǝ bǝ́ wua. 
 
M da nindǝ Manta syeli hyahǝ yapesisibí dǝ kari hyahǝ 
cyendǝbǝ byegu bǝ ninsi ; m tǝ hyam bǝ ́hyiegǝ m posi 
pweim bǝ pwam bǝ ́byam hirau bǝ maa bǝ tǝ hirǝbǝ da 
dwonǝ e coú hyahǝ. Hirǝbǝ nùbei da m twogǝ m wondǝ 
bǝ ́nwa kari hyani dǝ yi narǝ magǝrǝ. M da dǝ sandǝ 
fwámǝm. Ama, m coú nam da wogǝ. M cei bǝ ́twei. 
 
Coú n yei‑hu Manta bǝ pa Bukumbe u toú hwanǝdasi 
magǝrǝ bǝ sagǝ pǝ sui. M da tagǝ dǝ i coú dǝ yagu ba sá 
cendǝsǝ sibǝm. Ama, a da yí fi hyambǝ hirau bani, a sá 
pwa fi bǝ ́u mandǝ. 
 
M da pǝ hyá Bukumbe ; m ba sá da pa e. M n nindǝ   
sani syeli biim tuam hyahǝ, bǝ ́nwa dakobigǝ nwosǝ  
coú ywogǝ bǝ ́m tihu nou. M nwosǝ bǝ ́kǝ káam kǝ n  
pa‑i. Kǝ sǝ kǝ pa Bukumbe ; m dá kǝ pirǝ. Dakobigǝ 
hyangǝ, kǝ bou kolesǝ dià diá e. Kǝ toú pwigǝm byena 
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tari hau ama, kǝ nwam kwarǝbigǝ. Dǝ yi dapǝkǝ kǝ da 
canǝ sakǝ dǝ diru bou hyahǝ. 
 

M da pwei pwei  
posi bǝ tei doú 
bwombwoni hyini 
hyáhǝ bǝ ́nwa daam 
nwam “hyaaa”. 
Bukumbe hyam. 
M n nindǝ sani syeli 
hyahǝ bǝ ́nwa dǝ sui 
pǝpei bǝ́ toú tisi dǝ ́
dǝ nwam “siiim”,  
dǝ hirǝbǝ bou hyahǝ 
dǝ bǝ yamǝm narǝ magǝrǝ. Yagu da m sibǝ dǝ i syeli 
hyahǝ. M da tei bǝ ́haa sagǝpisǝki Tata kubeti yahǝ.    
Dǝ i sagǝ hyahǝ da sui magǝrǝ. Bǝ yi dǝ mei kwarǝbǝ 
saga n nwam kǝm hyamǝm e. Dǝ hyahǝ daam bou dǝ 
dyem‑pupugǝhu sagǝ bou. M da dou dǝ i yagu bǝ ́niim  
m dyanfǝ e. 
 

Saam derǝ m yisǝ bǝ ́twei kara bǝ ́paa kari cari hyam 
hau. 
                                              SAHGUI Tanséka Emile  
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Caru búgǝ 
 

Caru yi toú bugǝ hyingǝ bǝ kǝ nundǝ Tantegǝ 
Dabutibǝhu yahǝ. Dǝ i bugǝ yi sibǝ, u kǝ pa hiri bǝ       
tǝ “ywagǝsau kwa swari”. Búgǝ hyangǝ kǝ ciem bǝ́ 
kwandǝ búda‑cetǝhu. Dǝ ́u kǝ wusǝ e, kǝ pweinǝ sangǝ 
yiem bǝ ́maanǝ bǝ ́kwambǝ u disu hyahǝ hirǝkwogǝ 
yiem. Dǝ ́hirau maanǝ tǝpuu hyahǝ, kǝ yi housǝ bá dǝ 
hirau pisǝ bǝ dou u yi sindǝ. Dǝ ́bǝ narǝ cou, kǝ tǝn tei 
bǝ ́n pisǝ hyani e bǝ tabǝrǝ kusi bǝ pwam sǝ cugǝ cou 
hyahǝ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dǝ́ Caru kwa cincani, kǝ yamǝm tǝm pǝ narǝ ; dǝ ́u 
nindǝnǝ sani, kǝ yi pwei bǝ ́u tusǝ bǝwagǝnu yanarǝm. 
Búgǝ hyangǝ kǝ ywagǝsǝ magǝrǝ bǝ sagǝ toú hirǝkwogǝ 
namsimǝm. Dǝ ́bigǝ yousu, kǝ magǝrǝkǝ tǝm buusǝ e. 
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Dǝ ́kǝ tei caaru kǝ carǝkǝ, kǝ tǝm mwei doubu bǝ  
huranǝ cincani. Búgǝ hyangǝ dǝ ́kǝ paa daru, kǝ nuoi 
tǝm swasǝ e, kǝ hyatu yisǝ bǝ tǝ “puuu” bitwomǝm 
yworu yiem, kǝ yaduri yisǝ nwosǝ hyáhǝ dǝ n nwanu 
walesǝhu kandú. 
 
Hirǝbǝ tǝm ya dǝ sani e bǝ tǝ : “takuoi dǝ ́dǝ pigi e” bǝ 
maa bǝ ́tǝ Caru yi toú daaru u búgǝ yiem e. 
 
Caru yi fwa u búgǝ magǝrǝ bǝ maa bǝ ́tǝ kǝ yi dyahǝsu 
hirǝkwogǝ yiem e. U yi tǝm yagǝ : “yombǝtu pwa kaam 
n nwosǝ‑u u hyahǝ” bǝ maa bǝ ́tǝ u yi kwa bigǝ. U búgǝ 
e n yi u tiim‑kǝ bwosi. 
 
Caru yahǝ, ningǝ yi pǝ fisu bǝ maa búgǝ hyangǝ kǝ yi 
bei tǝpuu magǝrǝ. 
                                                         KASSA T. Benoît 
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KASSA Canandu humǝm 
 

Byeni twali Tetwongǝ Byalǝkǝ hirau n yi kwam. U yi 
nwam hirau n pǝ mwam e magǝrǝ, bǝ sagǝ bansǝ dǝ 
hirǝbǝ u daam dǝ u twahǝ pimǝm. U yia sani cari bǝ́    
pǝ bwahǝ e ; u humǝm swanǝ syeli hyahǝ hirǝbǝ sai 
yamǝm. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

U n yi kwa sani, dabwona twogǝ syeli. Pwobǝ, dabǝ,  
bisi dǝ cambǝ bǝ ywogǝrǝ dǝ ́n kwa wasǝm ; m tandǝ 
mandǝm bǝ ́nwa m yousu. 
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Hirǝbǝ yi maanǝ dǝ i humǝm bǝ wosǝ magǝrǝ bǝ yenǝ 
syela, syela. Twabǝ yi yenǝ Firihu, twabǝ yenǝ Tantegǝ, 
Pworí, Tihu dǝ Wuriyuoi bǝ ́maanǝ syeli hyahǝ napǝ 
tahi n kwa. Dǝ dai yi hwansǝ‑i magǝrǝ Byalǝkǝ hyahǝ. 
 
Dǝ dai yagu, hirǝbǝ n yi wosǝm hyam, tǝpuu twau  
yiebǝ sahǝ diru pwompwom bǝ ́maanǝ bǝ ́mwana  
hutibǝ bǝ di bǝ ́kwatǝ bǝ ́n pwam. Bǝ n di sani bǝ ́wasǝ 
bǝ ́pisǝ bǝ hau bǝ hau. Twabǝ yi pisǝ tumu, twabǝ n pisǝ 
dìa hyahǝ. 
 
Sagandedehu, bǝ sindǝ hirǝbǝ sai bǝ yegǝ ywogǝrǝ     
dǝn toú nansimǝm. Matu nei n pwom sani, cambǝ tiem 
bǝ pirǝ hudurau bǝ ́dumba hangǝtu hyáhǝ bǝ ́yaasǝ dǝ 
wondǝm n hwasi magǝrǝ. 
 
Dǝ sani i bwosi pǝ nwanu sǝnswama i bwosi asi.         
Dǝ ́hirau yi yia bǝ ́pǝ ciem bǝ ́“catǝ”, bǝ pwa u bori.  
Tǝ yi yisǝ bǝ ́n pa pworǝhu, dabwona kangǝ cahǝm,   
nesi pwi, syeli hyahǝ subǝkǝ pǝpei. Tǝ nindǝ pworǝhu, 
bǝ́ n bworu buorú bǝ́ nindǝ wangi dǝ ́dǝ̀ bei bǝ ́pǝ 
mwam magǝrǝ. Hirǝbǝ bwotǝ bǝ ́ciesǝ twoni, bǝ ́parǝ   
bǝ ́n nwam “suri”. 
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KASA Canandu cusa sani, hirǝbǝ ywogǝrǝ bǝ́ maa bǝ 
hyim wuom. Bǝ u tu bǝ ́wasǝ bǝ ́twei hangǝtu, hirǝbǝ   
sai sǝ “yaii” bǝ hau bǝ hau bǝ ́ywabǝ ywabǝ bǝ ́hundǝ  
dǝ ́dǝ nwam kurí. 
 
Dǝ dai saam yúu magǝrǝ deerǝm dǝ n nwanu dǝ i yagu 
paanu tuai bwosi hyahǝ. 
                          SAHGUI YOA Kouami Adolphe 
 

Dacegǝ canda 
 

Dai hini Dacegǝ yi hunǝ dakoru hunsu, dǝ bwani kǝ   
toú magǝrǝ, dǝ kǝ yúum wasǝ, kǝ pǝ hyambǝ kǝ nǝm   
sahǝ ningǝ. Kǝ yisǝ bǝ tei mwohu hyahǝ bǝ hyambǝ 
dapuotan‑cietǝhu bǝ ́doú. Bǝwagǝnu takarǝm dǝ bwani, 
Dacegǝ yi pǝ diisu 
bahi. Kǝ n hyambǝ 
sani tantwoni tigǝ 
cúncúngǝ, kǝ n 
sindǝ bahu hyáhǝ 
bǝ́ niànu hyani 
bahu bwagǝrǝ kǝ   
n yá‑yá bǝ tei dei 
kǝ tegǝ bwagǝrǝ. 
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Dacegǝ n bei sani tigǝ yuoi bǝ yousu, bǝ ́n you dǝ  
pwobǝ twagǝsu bǝ pa dei cousu. Kǝ kuusǝ bǝ tǝ :   
“Maanǝ i m tiim, m dei tigǝ hyáhǝ m tegǝ bwagǝrǝ.” 
 
Pwobǝ ciesǝ bǝ́ tǝ pweim “yaii”. Pwobǝ n pwei sani, 
Dacegǝ n kwarǝm bǝ twangǝ bǝ ́ba yousu. Bǝ hwi cagǝ 
bǝ dabǝ bǝ́ tǝ sunciei e n bǝ tapǝn‑i. Dabǝ pirǝ twondu, 
swana, dacatu dǝ tuba bǝ ́kwahǝ bǝ pwobǝ ; bǝ n tingǝ 
sani Dacegǝ tahi, kǝ yatǝ kuusǝ bǝ nwosǝ bǝ n byekǝ.  
Dacegǝ tu kúkúgǝ bǝ tǝ : “M pǝ nwam hirǝ‑hwerau nwa, 
m dei tigǝ hyáhǝ m tegǝ bwagǝrǝ, maanǝ i m corǝ. Bǝ tǝ 
hyam bǝ ́nindǝ kǝ tahi bǝ nwa magǝrǝ e.” 
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Dabǝ cietǝ dǝ sani bǝ́ n haru pwobǝ. Bǝ tǝ hyam e bǝ ́
twana bigǝ pwei bǝ ́hwi pirǝnǝ posi. Bǝ tagǝ Dacegǝ  
posi bǝ ́kǝ teinu pitai bǝ sá tei cagǝ kǝ yahǝ yiebǝ.       
Kǝ pweu dǝ kǝ hyuou bǝ maanǝ bǝ ́kǝ pugǝ pitai hyahǝ.  
Dǝ kwana hwarǝsi dia bǝ yera Dacegǝ pitai dǝ kǝ tegǝ 
byerǝsǝ. 
 
Bǝ hwi cincani, kǝ pweu kǝ mwana ceri bǝ tǝ : “Hirau 
pǝ kwandǝnu bǝ tei mwohu hyahǝ u cara ; a pǝ yatǝ tei 
dai hyini mwohu hyahǝ bǝ ́pǝ sanǝnu hirau, bá bigǝ dǝ 
sui bǝ maa dǝ ́dǝ maanǝ hweru i yí tiim i twabǝ.” 
 

      KASSA T. Benoît 
 
 

Pwogǝrǝm  
 

Byeni twali yi nwa dǝ ́m nam toú pwigǝm byena num 
hau ama, m tei m nebǝ yahǝ Firihu. Hyan‑tahi bisi sǝ   
tǝ tei bwagǝ pwogǝrǝm. M tǝ hyam bǝ ́yisǝ bǝ ́sǝ sana. 
Tǝ tei bǝ́ n nwa fworǝmbiru pwogǝrǝ behu hyahǝ dǝ 
niim nwam “taan” ; m yi pǝ hyá bǝ tǝ dǝ i bwagǝ cungǝ 
magǝrǝ. 
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M dou tigǝ hyáhǝ bǝ pwi dei niim hyahǝ bǝ ́cei suuru bǝ 
cendǝ niim hyaam. 

 
Pwahau hyiau yi bou hyani dǝ u hiri yagǝ Pǝbiim ; u n 
hyambǝ sani dǝ m tunsu niim porǝm, dǝ m nambiim 
nwam pyanhu, u pweinǝ bǝ ́maanǝ bǝ́ m bugǝ bǝ ́bagǝ  
bǝ yela tumu, bǝ́ m pisa m n pigǝsu. 
 
Fworǝmbim twam yeinǝ niim hyahǝ bǝ ́nwa m bei bǝ 
nwam kǝ hyam, m napǝ m dopiri hyáhǝ niim yei, m tua 
magǝri m dopiri sá fi bǝ ́hwagǝri. Dǝ sani, m wondǝ bǝ 
hyambǝ desǝm, bǝ ́singa m fusǝm. M wondǝ hyani e bǝ ́
nwa cankudi yi magǝrǝ, bwom bou n dia.  
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Cambǝ ya bǝ tǝ dwopǝ pweim hywosǝ e n pǝ tyensu,   
dǝ ́hirau pǝ twahǝ suuru, u pǝ kwandǝnu bǝ ́n kwansu 
bǝwagǝnu niim. 
 
M n pwatǝ sani, Pǝbiim dǝ fworǝnbiru hyandu bǝ ́m 
cagǝ bǝ tǝ m yuoi n nari magǝrǝ, byeni sai dǝ yi bwagǝ 
tǝm pirǝ hirǝbǝ tari twam bǝ num hau ama. Pǝbiim yegǝ 
ya bǝ tǝ m sǝn dansǝ sini yagu dǝ hirau porǝ niim dǝ yi 
bwagǝ hyahǝ. M hyuou pusanǝwangi e n bansi dǝ 
yombǝtu sagǝ twangǝ m dahǝ. 
 
Pǝbiim yegǝ bǝ́ m cagǝ bǝ́ tǝ dǝ i behu toú yibu   
magǝrǝ. Daa tua bou dǝ hirau pǝ kwandǝnu hu tahi  
teim bǝnwanu dasimtam dai dǝ dakugǝ dai. M ywonu 
Tantegǝ kari dai dǝ Sihu kari dai e. 
 

                                 SAHGUI YOA Kouami Adolphe 
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Kwecau canda kwari hyahǝ 

 

Kwecau dǝ u hyuou bǝ bou syeli bǝ n wusǝ‑i bǝ yagǝ 
Pworǝkoru. Kwecau nwam u hyuou bi‑hyini e. U hyuou 
Pǝtiri u sandǝ dǝn toú byena tari u pweu u búrǝ. Pǝtiri 
mwám pugǝrau bǝ ́di canda bwamǝm i korǝ i sanú 
swanǝ. Pǝtiri bi‑hyini Kwecau e n twàngu i buoi hyahǝ 
dǝ ́hyamǝm yi nwa sama i yi wuosǝ i hyim. 
 
Ama, Pǝtiri yamǝm tǝn yagǝ sani twali i bigǝ hyáhǝ bǝ́ 
hyá bǝ tǝ kǝ narǝnu kwari hyahǝ simǝm magǝrǝ. I tǝn  
kǝ hari, kǝ pwa cesǝ. 
 
Dai twali n boú Kwecau pirǝ u tayau darǝnwá bǝ ́n   
dorǝ u kwari hyahǝ. Dǝ dai, u hyuou da teisǝ Dasai   
kari bǝ maa kwahiri dai da e. 
 
U n nindǝ sani kwari hyahǝ u n tǝn carǝ tahi, bǝ ́nwa 
kudugǝ dwombǝ ticúcúgǝrǝhu hyahǝ. U dagǝsǝ bǝ ́tei 
dou hyahǝ. Kwecau n dou sani hyahǝ bǝ ́nwa ningǝ 
fundǝ u dahǝ hau. U yisǝ nwosǝ bǝ nagǝ hyambǝ dǝ ́
dwafǝ ni dǝ ́kuhu‑ciau tǝ. 
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U n bou bou bǝ ́nwa hucanfǝ tǝ cúcwaba u hyáhǝ. Fǝ    
n dei sani Kwecau hyáhǝ, bǝ ́cendǝ n u kwarǝm bǝ́    
sagǝ u swaku namitu. Wofǝ n kwarǝ‑u sani, Kwecau 
daagǝ u tei bǝ ́yatǝ u bagǝtu. Fǝ n kwarǝ sani bǝ ́wasǝ, 
bǝ sá n nagǝ bǝ ́u cwagǝ fǝ yaduri bǝ ́bwagǝrǝ u wuru, 
Kwecau sapǝ u tei dǝ u bagǝtu wofǝ sǝ “cúcwoba”. 
Kwecau dǝ wofǝ bǝ n pim hyani bǝ ́tei tu kwarǝnsi  
pwisi tari hyáhǝ. 
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Kwecau n bou bou bǝ ́hyagǝrǝ bǝ ́yisǝ pwei, wofǝ tapa. 
U n pwei pwei bǝ ́tigǝrǝ barú. Barú hyau bǝ u wusǝ bǝ 
yagǝ panyari e. Kwecau tǝn wondǝ barú bǝ ́hwangǝ ;   
bǝ ́wondǝ wofǝ n u twangǝm‑nǝm bǝ sagǝ hwangǝ. 
 
U tǝ hyam bǝ ́nwosǝ barú yuogǝ kunkwangǝ bǝ ́nwa 
wofǝ u tuhǝnǝ ; u cei bǝ ́tǝ barú hyahǝ “muuu”.       
Wofǝ fwagǝrǝ bǝ ́yasǝ dǝ Kwecau yagǝ barú hyahǝ         
“pánǝ‑pánǝ”. U pǝ twahǝ suuru, u ba sa kárǝsǝnu 
humǝm e. U tǝ hyam bǝ ́n pugǝ pugǝ yombǝtu u tiim     
u tei dorǝ. U n dorǝ sani, bǝ ́wondǝ u dahǝ bǝ ́nwa 
yònahi dia diapǝ niim hyáhǝ bǝ hywam yaam. 
 
Kwecau n hwim dǝ dai, u pǝ yatǝ fwagǝrǝ kwari    
hyahǝ dai hyini. Cambǝ sǝ : “Dacan‑yindǝkǝ nui yuou 
yapeem e.” 
                                             SAHGUI Tanséka Emile  
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